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In the forests of Assam, Malabar, and elsewhere,
the lordly elephant, undisputed king of the jungle,
still reigns supreme; but though possessed of giant
strength he never uses it unless attacked, or unless
he finds some foreign or unfriendly substance like
mankind twixt the wind and his nobility, when, unlike
other wild animals, he is very likely to charge down
upon the intruder, who in dense jungle has very
little chance of escape. Were it not that the sight
of elephants is most defective it would be almost
impossible to stalk them, and in the long reeds and
grass, in which they live, a man is as helpless and as
incapable of movement as a fly in a spider's web.
As it is, there is no sport so dangerous as stalking
elephants, for the biggest of beasts is almost invisible
in his brown, not black, coat, which melts imper-
ceptibly into the surrounding dried grass, neutral
rock, and yellow herbage. It is only in captivity
that the elephant is as black as brush and oil bottle
can make him.

Indeed it is quite easy for the stalker to stumble
on to the beast's hindquarters in picking his way
through the forest, and unless he is tearing down
branches to eat, bubbling, bathing, or bolting, no
creature can be more silent than the earth-shaker.
Moreover, the elephant cannot be killed except at
very close quarters; the ear-hole, where the bone